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June 12, 2023 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack 

Secretary of the Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 

Washington, DC 20250 

 

Dear Secretary Vilsack, 

I write to express my deep concern for the devastating frost damage felt across New York’s Finger Lakes 

region just this past May, and to highlight the economic impact of this unprecedented weather event on 

regional producers. To ensure required aid becomes available, I request the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) partner with local, state, and Tribal governments to deliver assistance, resources, and 

support to affected growers, as well as promptly approve an emergency disaster declaration, should the State 

request one. 

As the third largest wine grape producer and the second largest apple producer in the country, New York’s 

agricultural and tourism industries are dependent on the annual yield of wine grapes and apples—crops 

vulnerable to extreme weather events that are becoming all too common. With warmer weather arriving 

earlier, grape and apple growers across the nation see their crops bud sooner each year, leaving their plants 

highly vulnerable to drastic changes in temperature. Below-freezing temperatures cause significant damage 

to these crops, resulting in lost yields that have disastrous economic consequences for regional producers and 

the local economy. 

The full extent of this frost damage will reach far beyond grape and apple growers and will undoubtedly 

impact New York’s economy. My region’s growers must have the resources needed to recover from this 

unprecedented event and I urge the USDA to promptly approve an emergency disaster declaration, should the 

State request one.  I thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter and I look forward to your 

response. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Joseph D. Morelle  

Member of Congress 


